
Thursda y. Januar y 23, 1969 

Scouts, Coast Guardsmen Plant Seedlings at Cape 
Uy WALTEH PHILLIPS 

THERE WAS "PLANTING A
plenty" at Cape Lookout thls 
weekend as Const Guardsmen 
from the cutter Chllula, based 
o.t Fort Macon, and Boy Scouts 
tram Troop 201 ln Beaufort and 
Troop 283 ln More.head CltY set 
out 65 ,000 pine seedllngs . 

Sever al different spec les ol 
plne, and other trees , were 
planted ln 25 acr es of test strips 
to determine If perhaps some 
spec1es ar e better suited to that 
environment . 

The purpose of plantlng the 
seedllngs ls to stablll ze the soil 
and build up the soil compos ition 
to make Lt fertil e to grow other 
things. As field for ester H. A. 
(Buck) Ta le obser ved , " In most 
Instances on the banks, the pre
sence of heavy vegetation on the 
sound side of the banks- l s as
sociated wlth a more stable sys
tem of dunes next to the sea. 
In Instances where that type of 
vegetation exi sted and was des 
troyed by man or nature, the 
dunes soon eroded away," 

THE SEEDLINGS, costing 
$6

1
000, were furni shed by the 

state and were brought primarily 
from the Claridge State Forest 
Nursey at Goldsboro. The seed
lings arrived Thursday and were 
loaded aboard the headboal Capt. 
Stacy, which was donated to the 
cause or furthering forestry at 
the Cape by Ollver and Sonny 
Davis, owners. Also loaded a
board the Capt. Stacy was a 
l,600-pound mechanical planter 
which was pulled by the Cape 
Lookout Coast Guard station's 
four-wheel-dri ve truck. 

According to Mr . Tate, Coast 
Guard weather records show that 
more r ainfall occ.urs In l ate De
cember and early January than 
l ater In the year. "Normally 
ther e l s an extended dry spell on 
the Cape from mid-January 
through March ." With this in 
mind the seedlings were set out 
this weekend to take advantage 
of the r ainy spell to compact the 
soil around newly set trees. 

Tony Seamon Jr. and Cdr. Lyle Lemos, commanding officer of the Coast Guard cutter Chilula 
examine the change in soil composition made by the slash pin~s planted five years ago by Les Moor; 
and his wife. The trees were planted in windbreaks three or four rows wide and at several different 
locations. The trees are now an average of 10 feet high. 

Five year s ago 51 000 seedlings 
paid for by Charlie Reeves and 
Sam Bass of Sanford were planted 
by Les and Sally Moore, the only 
clvlllan residents of the Cape. 
Tony Seamon Jr., a strong sup
porter of the Boy Scouts and who 
holds strong love for the Cape, 
surmlsed that about 50 per cent o1 
those five-year-old trees sur
vived. Some of the trees are 
now 12 feet tall, and all of the 
trees are an average 10 feet 
h\gh. 

T\Vo ~MlS. t,&2 Mr. seamon., 
th e Moores' and about 50 Boy 
Scouts pla nted 10,000 seedllngs. 
About 90 per cent of tliose seed
lJngs have survived, and the trees 
are an average three feet in 
height. 

Mr. Seamon satd the seedllngs 
wer e " planted tight" -- about 
1,000 seedlings an acre. He 
estimated that 55 acres were 
planted SUnday afternoon. 

Some of the Boy Scouts who participated in the planting project over the weekend wave 
from the Coast Guard dock at the Cape Sunday afternoon before going home. Each Scout 
planted over 100 trees while working on several merit badges. 

Cdr. Lyle Lemos, commanding 
omcer of the Chllula, assisted 
in the planting as dld about half 
or the ship's omcers and two
thlrds of the crew. Mr. Moore 
remarked that Cdr .. LemOs "had 
plowed a furrow'' over theweek
end. Cdr. Lemos, behind a wry 
grln, exclaimed he had found new 
muscles . 

1;lE ADDEO THAT THE Coast 
Guardsmen ho.d planted 45,000 
trees ln the vtcinlty or the Cape 
Lookout Coast Guard station as a 
memorl~ to Chlef Boatswain' s 
Ma.le J ack R. Davla of Harken 
Island. who w:>.a k\Ued ln a Jeep 
wreck at \he Cape Aug. 11, 1968. 
CMef Davle, a 14-year Coast 
Guard veter an, was olflcer ln 
charge of lhe Coast Cuard sta-
tlon. 

ll waa au11csled by Eugene 
Pr\cci , ed\lor of the Goldsboro 
N ews -AtfCUS, that the Coast 
Guard have \he slab'! l egi slature 
~:'!~~~~-•• labUah Chle[ Davta' 

1n 11 tour of the Cape, Mr. 
SOarnon explained that the aoed
Unv;s would only rrow as hl&h 
as the near est cover because of 
the consl:Lnl wtru1s whlch blow 
rrom every dlrectton and keep 
everythtn1 tn motion. "We're 
pbnUn1 Amertcan en.as whlell 
WU deve\ope<S Ill NC Stale Un
lvenlty, on the top or the dunu. 
The Amerlcan 1rass ts very 
durable :i.nd has several root sys
tems aUhou1h U' s not o.s ht&h o.a 
the sea o:ll 11'1\ss," he a3.ld. 

He added that Internatlonal 
Pll.per Co. has offered lo donate 
25,000 more slu h plnes seed
l!ni:s to be planted at the Cape. 

•m. SEAMON WAS scheduled 
lo r eturn lo the mnlnland today 
after all th e seedlh11s were put 
down. If the .stedllnrs were not 
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GOP 
(Continued from Pg. 1-A) 

N. Henderson ln the Third Dis• 
trlct race last year. 

Quiet remoteness bears witness to the constant Mnd and water erosion of sand dunes at the Cape, which are gradually filling up the 
Cape Lookout Bight. It is the hope of Mr. Seamon, Mr. Moore and friends, that by using vegetation to break up the wind currents and by 
strengthening the beach, wind and water erosion patterns will be changed and the remaining dunes will not be destroyed. 

n BNufor:.t--•nd 283 in~Mor • 
Capt. Stacy to h8ad for home. The Scouts planted seedlings in 


